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Abstract— Afro-Womanism emerges as a critical framework that
bridges the gap between traditional feminist thought and the lived
experiences of Black women. By centering race, gender, and culture,
Afro-Womanism provides a unique lens through which to explore both
historical and contemporary gender issues. This article examines the
evolution of gender consciousness through an Afro-Womanist lens,
emphasizing the influence of societal norms on women of African
descent. Through case studies from the 18" Century to the modern era,
the article highlights how Afro-Womanism enables a more holistic
understanding of gender dynamics across different cultural and socio-
political contexts.

I. INTRODUCTION

Afro-Womanism, a term

traditional boundaries.

At its core, Afro-Womanism emphasizes community,
family, and the cultural heritage of African women,
distinguishing itself from the often-individualistic focus of

introduced by Clenora
Hudson-Weems in the late 20th century, offers a critical
framework for centering the experiences of Black women
within feminist discourse. Unlike mainstream feminism,
which has often been critiqued for its focus on the struggles
of white, middle-class women, Afro-Womanism recognizes
the inextricable links between race, class, and gender in the
lives of Black women (Hudson-Weems, 1993). It rejects the
notion that the fight for gender equality can be fully
understood without addressing the racial and economic
factors that uniquely affect Black women. This approach
not only broadens feminist theory but also challenges its

importance of collective liberation over individual rights.
By integrating intersectionality, a concept developed by
Kimberlé Crenshaw (1989), Afro-Womanism recognizes
the multiple layers of oppression that Black women face,
particularly the ways in which societal norms intersect to
shape their gendered experiences differently from white
women.

In this article we explore the development of gender
consciousness through the lens of Afro-Womanism,
analyzing both historical and contemporary gender issues.
By examining the societal norms that construct and impose
gender roles, the article seeks to provide a nuanced
understanding of how these roles affect Black women
specifically. Through key Afro-Womanist principles and
case studies, it will demonstrate how this framework
enables a deeper exploration of gender dynamics, offering
fresh insights into the ongoing discourse on gender equality.

Western feminist movements (Hudson-Weems, 1993). The
inclusion of these elements provides a more holistic
approach to addressing gender issues, highlighting the
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1. THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS OF AFRO-
WOMANISM

Afro-Womanism represents a critical theoretical
framework that redefines feminist discourse by centering
the experiences and struggles of Black women. Developed
by Clenora Hudson-Weems in the late 20th century, Afro-
Womanism builds on several key theoretical foundations
that distinguish it from other feminist frameworks. This
section explores the theoretical underpinnings of Afro-
Womanism, highlighting its unique contributions to
understanding gender dynamics through the intersections of
race, class, and gender.

Intersectionality and Race

A central tenet of Afro-Womanism is its integration of
intersectionality, a concept pioneered by Kimberlé
Crenshaw to elucidate how overlapping identities—such as
race, gender, and class—interact to produce unique forms
of oppression and privilege (Crenshaw, 1989). This
framework is pivotal in understanding the multifaceted
experiences of Black women, who navigate a complex
matrix of racial and gendered discrimination. Afro-
Womanism builds on this concept by highlighting how the
intersection of these dimensions shapes the lived
experiences of Black women in ways that cannot be fully
comprehended through a singular focus on either race or
gender alone (Crenshaw, 1991).

Crenshaw's work demonstrates that traditional feminist
frameworks, which often emphasize gender in isolation,
tend to overlook how race complicates and exacerbates
gender-based oppression. For instance, Black women
experience racial and gender discrimination simultaneously,
which leads to compounded forms of oppression not
addressed by mainstream feminist approaches (Crenshaw,
1989). This intersectional perspective reveals that Black
women face unique challenges, such as racial stereotyping
and gendered violence, which are not fully captured by
analyses that consider race and gender separately.

Afro-Womanism incorporates intersectionality to
advocate for a more nuanced analysis of these intersecting
oppressions. By considering how race, gender, and class
interact, Afro-Womanism calls for a feminist discourse that
acknowledges and addresses these complexities. This
approach not only provides a more comprehensive
understanding of Black women’s experiences but also
challenges traditional feminist narratives that often exclude
or marginalize these perspectives (Hudson-Weems, 1993).
In doing so, Afro-Womanism pushes for a more inclusive
and equitable feminist agenda that recognizes and responds
to the intersecting forms of discrimination faced by Black
women.
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Critique of Mainstream Feminism

Afro-Womanism offers a critical analysis of mainstream
feminist movements, highlighting their historical and
ongoing limitations in addressing the experiences of women
of color. Traditional feminist frameworks have often been
criticized for their narrow focus on the struggles of white,
middle-class women, thus marginalizing or ignoring the
intersecting oppressions faced by women of color. This
critique is evident in the works of early feminist figures such
as Mary Wollstonecraft, whose seminal text, A Vindication
of the Rights of Woman (1792), primarily addressed the
rights and concerns of white, middle-class women, leaving
out the compounded oppressions experienced by Black
women and other women of color (Wollstonecraft, 1792).

Afro-Womanism, developed by Clenora Hudson-
Weems, directly confronts this oversight by advocating for
a more inclusive feminist discourse that recognizes and
addresses the unique challenges faced by Black women
(Hudson-Weems, 1993). This framework asserts that
mainstream feminism’s focus on gender as a singular axis
of oppression is insufficient for understanding the
complexities of Black women’s experiences. Instead, Afro-
Womanism calls for an analysis that integrates race, class,
and gender to fully comprehend and address the
multidimensional nature of Black women’s struggles.

For example, mainstream feminist movements have
frequently overlooked how systemic racism and economic
disenfranchisement intersect with gender to exacerbate the
oppression faced by Black women. This oversight has
resulted in feminist strategies and policies that do not
adequately address or alleviate the specific barriers faced by
women of color (Collins, 2000). Afro-Womanism
challenges traditional feminist narratives by emphasizing
the need for a broader, more inclusive approach to gender
justice that considers these intersecting oppressions. By
advocating for this expanded perspective, Afro-Womanism
seeks to ensure that all women’s voices are heard and that
their diverse experiences are recognized and addressed
within feminist discourse.

Emphasis on Community and Spirituality

A crucial theoretical foundation of Afro-Womanism is
its emphasis on the significance of family, community, and
spirituality in the lives of Black women. This focus
contrasts sharply with the individualistic tendencies of
Western feminism, which often prioritizes personal
achievement, autonomy, and self-reliance (Hooks, 1981).
Afro-Womanism, on the other hand, acknowledges that
Black women’s experiences and identities are deeply
intertwined with their communal and familial contexts. This
framework asserts that understanding and addressing
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gender issues requires an appreciation of these relational
and collective aspects of Black women's lives.

In Afro-Womanism, family and community are not just
social structures but vital sources of support, identity, and
empowerment. This perspective highlights how communal
bonds and spiritual practices are integral to Black women’s
resilience and well-being. For example, Afro-Womanism
recognizes the role of extended family networks and
community support systems in providing emotional and
practical assistance, which can be crucial in navigating and
resisting oppression (Collins, 2000). The communal aspect
of Afro-Womanism also reflects a broader -cultural
emphasis on collective responsibility and mutual aid,
contrasting with the often-solitary pursuit of personal goals
in Western feminist thought.

Additionally, Afro-Womanism incorporates spirituality
as a central component of empowerment and identity.
Spiritual practices and beliefs often provide Black women
with strength, purpose, and a sense of belonging that
transcends individual challenges (Hudson-Weems, 1993).
This approach underscores the importance of integrating
spiritual and communal dimensions into discussions of
gender justice, thereby offering a more holistic view of
empowerment that acknowledges the interconnectedness of
individuals within their communities.

By challenging the Western feminist focus on
individualism and self-reliance, Afro-Womanism advocates
for a more inclusive and supportive approach to gender
justice. It recognizes that the well-being and empowerment
of Black women are deeply connected to their familial,
communal, and spiritual lives, and that addressing gender
issues requires a comprehensive understanding of these
relational aspects.

Historical Context and Legacy

Afro-Womanism draws deeply from the historical
context of Black women’s struggles and resilience to
provide a comprehensive understanding of contemporary
gender dynamics. This framework examines how historical
systems of oppression, such as slavery and colonialism,
have influenced and shaped the experiences of Black
women over time. By acknowledging the historical roots of
current issues, Afro-Womanism offers valuable insights
into the continuity and evolution of Black women’s
experiences of oppression and resistance.

Enslaved Black women, for example, faced a dual
burden of racial and gendered exploitation. Their labor, both
in agricultural fields and domestic spheres, was essential to
the economy of slavery. This exploitation was not merely
an economic strategy but also a form of gendered violence
specifically targeting Black women (Davis, 1983).
Furthermore, their reproductive capacities were exploited to
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increase the enslaved population, adding another layer of
oppression that intersected with both race and gender. This
historical context reveals how deeply embedded forms of
discrimination have shaped the lived realities of Black
women, laying the groundwork for  ongoing
marginalization.

Understanding these historical dimensions is crucial for
addressing contemporary gender issues. Afro-Womanism
situates current struggles within a broader historical
framework, highlighting how historical injustices continue
to affect Black women today. This perspective underscores
that contemporary gender issues are not isolated phenomena
but are deeply intertwined with historical processes of
oppression and resistance.

By incorporating concepts such as intersectionality,
critiquing mainstream feminist approaches, emphasizing
the importance of community and spirituality, and
contextualizing contemporary issues within historical
frameworks, Afro-Womanism provides a nuanced and
inclusive perspective on gender justice. This comprehensive
approach not only enriches feminist discourse but also
advocates for a more equitable and holistic framework for
addressing the diverse experiences of Black women
(Hudson-Weems, 1993; Collins, 2000).

In doing so, Afro-Womanism ensures that the
complexities of Black women’s experiences are
acknowledged and addressed, promoting a more inclusive
and informed understanding of gender dynamics.

I11.  HISTORICAL GENDER ISSUES: AN AFRO-
WOMANIST PERSPECTIVE

This chapter delves into historical gender issues through
the lens of Afro-Womanism, a framework that integrates
race, class, and gender to offer a comprehensive
understanding of Black women’s experiences. Traditional
feminist narratives often overlook the intersectional nature
of oppression that affects Black women, focusing primarily
on the struggles of white, middle-class women. In contrast,
Afro-Womanism recognizes how colonial histories, racial
dynamics, and socio-economic conditions uniquely shape
the roles and rights of Black women (Collins, 2000). The
exploration begins with the 18th century, a period marked
by rigid patriarchal norms and Eurocentric ideals that
profoundly influenced women’s social positions and legal
rights. While feminist thinkers such as Mary Wollstonecraft
advanced arguments for women’s rights, their analyses
frequently neglected the compounded effects of race and
class, leaving Black women’s experiences largely
unaddressed (Davis, 1983). Afro-Womanism fills this gap
by examining how enslaved Black women faced dual
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oppressions of gender and race, and how these intersecting
factors were integral to their lived realities.

Moving into the post-emancipation era, the chapter
highlights how societal norms continued to exploit Black
women’s race and gender to sustain their subjugation.
Despite their significant contributions to social movements,
Black women were marginalized both within mainstream
feminist circles and Black liberation movements. Through
figures like Sojourner Truth and Harriet Tubman, this
chapter illustrates how Afro-Womanism reveals the
nuanced ways in which Black women navigated and
challenged these dual oppressions, advocating for a more
inclusive and intersectional approach to gender equality
(Collins, 2000). By applying an Afro-Womanist
perspective, this chapter seeks to illuminate the complex
historical landscape of gender issues and underscore the
importance of recognizing the intersectional dimensions of
oppression in feminist discourse.

The 18th Century and Early Gender Consciousness

In the 18th century, societal norms were heavily
influenced by patriarchal and Eurocentric ideals, which
profoundly shaped women’s roles and rights. These norms
established and reinforced rigid gender hierarchies,
perpetuating the belief that women were inherently inferior
to men. The prevailing patriarchal ideology dictated that
women’s primary roles were confined to domestic duties
and submission, thereby limiting their opportunities for
education,  political involvement, and economic
independence. Feminist pioneers such as Mary
Wollstonecraft emerged as crucial voices challenging these
oppressive structures. In her seminal work, A Vindication
of the Rights of Woman (1792), Wollstonecraft advocated
for women’s education and argued for the fundamental
equality of the sexes (Wollstonecraft, 1792). Her critiques
of gender inequality were pioneering for their time, yet they
predominantly focused on the experiences and rights of
white, middle-class women, largely overlooking the
compounded effects of race and class (Crenshaw, 1989).

Wollstonecraft’s feminist arguments, while
groundbreaking, failed to address the specific challenges
faced by Black women, particularly those who were
enslaved or colonized. Her work reflected the broader
limitations of early feminist thought, which often
marginalized the experiences of women of color. This
omission left a significant gap in feminist discourse, as it
did not consider how the intersections of race, gender, and
class uniquely shaped Black women’s experiences
(Crenshaw, 1989). Afro-Womanism, as articulated by
scholars like Clenora Hudson-Weems, addresses this gap by
examining how race, class, and colonization uniquely
shaped the experiences of Black women during this period
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(Hudson-Weems, 1993). Unlike mainstream feminist
approaches, Afro-Womanism integrates an understanding
of the complex interplay between these factors, offering a
more nuanced perspective on historical gender issues.

For instance, enslaved Black women in the Americas
experienced dual oppression—both racial and gender-
based. Their labor was critical to the economic system of
slavery, with their contributions exploited in both
agricultural and domestic spheres. They were subjected to
severe working conditions, and their reproductive capacities
were exploited to sustain and expand the enslaved
population (Davis, 1983). This exploitation was not only a
component of economic strategy but also a tool of gendered
violence specifically targeting Black women. The dual
oppression of Black women as both enslaved individuals
and gendered beings underscores the necessity of an Afro-
Womanist perspective. This framework illuminates how
intersecting systems of race, gender, and class functioned
within oppressive institutions like slavery, highlighting the
limitations of early feminist movements in addressing the
full spectrum of women'’s struggles (Collins, 2000).

Afro-Womanism in the Post-Emancipation Era

In the post-emancipation era, Black women continued to
face systemic exploitation rooted in both race and gender,
despite the significant political shift represented by the
abolition of slavery. The end of legal slavery did not
translate into immediate or comprehensive liberation for
Black women. Instead, they remained marginalized within
both mainstream feminist movements and Black liberation
movements that emerged in the wake of emancipation. This
period was characterized by a continued reinforcement of
racial and gendered hierarchies, which were maintained
through various societal norms and institutional practices
(Collins, 2000).

Within the mainstream feminist movement, Black
women were often sidelined. White feminist groups, while
advocating for women’s rights, primarily focused on issues
pertinent to white, middle-class women and frequently
excluded the experiences and needs of Black women
(Collins, 2000). This exclusion was evident in the limited
attention given to how race intersected with gender to
compound the oppression faced by Black women. As a
result, the feminist agenda of the time failed to address the
unique struggles faced by Black women, reflecting a
broader pattern of racial exclusion within feminist
discourse. Similarly, in the Black liberation movements,
male leadership often overshadowed the contributions of
women. While these movements were crucial in fighting
racial oppression, they frequently failed to address gender
inequality within their ranks. Women’s roles and
contributions were undervalued, and their voices were
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marginalized in the struggle for racial justice (Collins,
2000).

The Afro-Womanist perspective offers a critical lens for
understanding how Black women navigated these dual
oppressions. Afro-Womanism emphasizes the intersection
of race and gender, providing a nuanced analysis of Black
women’s roles and contributions during this period. This
framework reveals that Black women were not merely
passive recipients of oppression but were actively engaged
in shaping their own destinies and advocating for broader
social change (Hudson-Weems, 1993). Afro-Womanism
highlights the ways in which Black women asserted their
agency, both within and outside of the formal political
movements of the time.

Notable figures such as Sojourner Truth and Harriet
Tubman exemplify the critical roles that Black women
played in challenging and reshaping narratives around
freedom and rights. Sojourner Truth’s famous “Ain’t I a
Woman?” speech, delivered at the Women’s Rights
Convention in 1851, was a powerful indictment of both
racial and gender-based discrimination. In her speech, Truth
argued for the inclusion of Black women in the broader
women’s rights movement, challenging the prevailing
assumptions about race and gender (Truth, 1851). Harriet
Tubman, renowned for her role in the Underground
Railroad, continued her activism post-emancipation by
advocating for women’s suffrage and civil rights. Tubman’s
post-war efforts demonstrated her commitment to both
racial and gender justice, further highlighting the
intersectional nature of her activism (Collins, 2000). These
contributions underscore the importance of incorporating
Afro-Womanist perspectives into historical analyses,
enabling scholars to fully appreciate the complexity of
Black women’s struggles and achievements in the post-
emancipation era.

IV. CONTEMPORARY GENDER ISSUES: AFRO-
WOMANISM AND INTERSECTIONALITY

This chapter addresses contemporary gender issues through
the frameworks of Afro-Womanism and intersectionality,
offering a critical examination of how these perspectives
illuminate the complex experiences of Black women in
modern contexts. While historical analyses have
underscored the intersections of race and gender that shape
Black women's experiences, contemporary issues require an
equally nuanced approach. In today's society, Black women
continue to encounter multifaceted forms of oppression that
cannot be fully understood through a singular lens.

Afro-Womanism, with its focus on the intersections of race,
gender, and class, provides a valuable perspective for
analyzing current gender dynamics. This framework
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challenges both mainstream feminist and traditional
liberation narratives by emphasizing the unique challenges
Black women face and advocating for the centralization of
their experiences in discussions of gender equality. By
integrating an understanding of how systemic inequalities
and societal structures impact Black women, Afro-
Womanism reveals their ongoing struggles and resilience in
contemporary settings.

Intersectionality, a concept developed by Kimberlé
Crenshaw, complements Afro-Womanism by highlighting
how overlapping identities—such as race, gender, sexuality,
and class—interact to produce unique forms of
discrimination and privilege (Crenshaw, 1989). This
approach is crucial for addressing the complexities of
contemporary gender issues, as it underscores the
limitations of analyzing oppression through isolated
categories. Intersectionality provides a comprehensive
understanding of how multiple systems of power and
discrimination intersect, shaping Black women's lived
experiences in diverse ways.

By examining contemporary issues through these
frameworks, this chapter aims to deepen the understanding
of the challenges and opportunities facing Black women
today. It explores how  Afro-Womanism and
intersectionality contribute to broader discussions of gender
justice and social change, underscoring the importance of
inclusive and intersectional approaches in addressing
ongoing gender inequalities.

Modern Gender Consciousness

In contemporary gender discussions, Afro-Womanism
offers an essential framework for analyzing the societal
norms impacting Black women, offering insights often
overlooked in mainstream feminist and civil rights
narratives. Modern societal expectations continue to
position Black women in roles emphasizing caregiving,
community leadership, and nurturing, reflecting historical
stereotypes rooted in slavery. The archetype of the "strong
Black woman," for instance, both praises and burdens Black
women, expecting resilience in the face of adversity while
overlooking their struggles and needs (Hooks, 1981).

These societal pressures push Black women into managing
both professional and personal responsibilities while
contending with the compounded challenges of racial and
gender discrimination. For example, Black women often
experience a "double jeopardy" of discrimination—where
their racial identity and gender are sources of systemic
disadvantage. This intersectional oppression manifests in
various ways, including disparities in income, healthcare,
and educational opportunities, exacerbated by societal
expectations that undervalue or ignore their contributions
and struggles (Crenshaw, 1989).
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Afro-Womanism highlights the contemporary invisibility of
Black women within both feminist and civil rights
narratives. While mainstream feminist discourse has
traditionally centered on the experiences of white, middle-
class women, and civil rights movements have focused on
racial justice from a predominantly male perspective, Afro-
Womanism underscores the necessity of including Black
women's voices and experiences in these conversations
(Hudson-Weems, 1993). This framework advocates for a
more inclusive approach that recognizes the unique
challenges Black women face and addresses their needs
comprehensively.

Afro-Womanism also emphasizes the significance of
family, spirituality, and community in Black women's lives,
contrasting sharply with the often-individualistic focus of
Western feminism. Western feminist approaches frequently
prioritize individual achievement and autonomy,
overlooking the collective and communal aspects of Black
women's lives. In contrast, Afro-Womanism values the
interconnectedness of family and community, recognizing
that Black women's well-being and agency are deeply tied
to their roles within these social structures (Collins, 2000).
This emphasis on community and collective support
challenges the notion of self-reliance prevalent in Western
feminist thought and advocates for a more holistic
understanding of empowerment, including communal and
familial dimensions.

Additionally, Afro-Womanism critiques the narrow scope
of Western feminist frameworks by addressing how
systemic inequalities and societal norms shape Black
women's experiences. It calls for a broader understanding of
gender justice that incorporates the intersectional realities of
race, class, and gender. This perspective is vital for
addressing the ongoing challenges faced by Black women
and ensuring that their needs and contributions are
recognized within broader gender and social justice
movements (Crenshaw, 1989; Hudson-Weems, 1993).

Afro-Womanism and the #MeToo Movement

The #MeToo movement, which has brought issues of sexual
harassment and gender-based violence to the forefront, has
faced criticism for centering predominantly on white
women’s experiences. While the movement has succeeded
in highlighting the widespread problems of harassment and
assault, Black women's experiences within this context are
often overshadowed or marginalized. Afro-Womanism
offers a crucial critique of this mainstream feminist focus,
arguing that the movement has insufficiently addressed the
intersecting impacts of sexism and racism that uniquely
affect Black women.

Afro-Womanism, a framework developed to center Black
women's experiences by integrating race, gender, and class,
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provides valuable insights into the limitations of the
#MeToo movement. Kimberlé Crenshaw's concept of
intersectionality is pivotal, as it highlights how Black
women experience compounded forms of discrimination
that mainstream feminist discourse frequently overlooks
(Crenshaw, 1991). Intersectionality emphasizes that issues
of sexism and racism are interconnected, shaping the unique
challenges Black women face. Black women are
disproportionately targeted for sexual violence, yet their
experiences are inadequately represented in discussions
dominated by narratives from white women (Crenshaw,
1991).

Crenshaw argues that legal and social frameworks
addressing sexual harassment and violence often fail to
account for the compounded effects of race and gender,
resulting in interventions that are less effective for Black
women. These barriers, including racial stereotypes and
systemic discrimination, perpetuate the marginalization of
Black women's voices in mainstream feminist and #MeToo
discussions (Crenshaw, 1991).

Furthermore, Patricia Hill Collins’ concept of "Black
Feminist Thought" reinforces the importance of considering
the intersection of race and gender in feminist discourse.
Collins argues that Black women’s experiences are
marginalized in feminist discussions because mainstream
feminist frameworks have historically centered on the
experiences of white, middle-class women (Collins, 2000).
This historical exclusion has led to a limited understanding
of the diverse experiences of women and hindered the
development of more inclusive and effective feminist
strategies.

Afro-Womanism critiques the mainstream #MeToo
movement for its insufficient attention to these
intersectional issues. It advocates for a more inclusive
feminist movement that prioritizes marginalized groups’
experiences, ensuring that all women's voices are
represented and heard (Hudson-Weems, 1993). This
approach calls for a shift from a singular, white-centered
narrative to one embracing the diversity of women's
experiences and challenges.

In conclusion, while the #MeToo movement has made
significant strides in raising awareness about sexual
harassment and violence, it has faced criticism for failing to
fully address the intersectional realities of Black women's
experiences. Afro-Womanism offers a critical perspective,
highlighting the need for a more inclusive feminist
discourse that centers the voices and experiences of
marginalized groups. By incorporating insights from
intersectional theorists such as Crenshaw, Collins, and
others, the movement can better address the compounded
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forms of discrimination faced by Black women and work
toward a more equitable feminist agenda.

V. CONCLUSION

Afro-Womanism, developed by Clenora Hudson-
Weems in the late 20th century, offers a comprehensive
framework for analyzing gender consciousness through the
intersections of race, class, and gender (Hudson-Weems,
1993). This approach addresses the shortcomings of
mainstream feminist theories, which have historically
prioritized the experiences of white, middle-class women
while often neglecting the unique challenges faced by
women of color. By focusing on the specific experiences of
Black women, Afro-Womanism provides a more nuanced
and inclusive understanding of gender issues, emphasizing
the interconnected nature of various forms of oppression.

Central to Afro-Womanism is the recognition that race,
class, and gender cannot be considered in isolation when
examining the oppression of Black women. This framework
critiques traditional feminist approaches that may prioritize
gender issues without fully acknowledging the compounded
impact of race and class. The concept of intersectionality is
vital in Afro-Womanism, as it allows for a more
comprehensive understanding of how societal norms and
structures uniquely affect Black women, distinguishing
their experiences from those of their white counterparts
(Collins, 2000).

Afro-Womanism also critiques the historical oversight
in feminist movements, where the focus on the rights of
white, middle-class women often ignored the compounded
oppressions of Black women. Figures like Mary
Wollstonecraft, while pivotal in advocating for women's
rights, did not account for the experiences of women of
color, who faced both racial and gender-based
discrimination (Wollstonecraft, 1792). Afro-Womanism
pushes for a more inclusive historical and contemporary
feminist discourse, highlighting the importance of
community, family, and spirituality in the lives of Black
women and calling for a broader understanding of gender
justice (Hooks, 1981).
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