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Abstract— The movie Detective Byomkesh Bakshi released in 2015 

effectively captures the historical, cultural, and social dimensions of 

Calcutta during the 1940s, offering an immersive experience of the 

city's architecture, streets, and neighborhoods. The film's depiction 

of the city's diverse socio-economic backgrounds authentically 

represents the challenges faced by both the privileged and the 

underprivileged. Furthermore, the portrayal of Calcutta as a city 

with a rich historical and cultural heritage provides a nuanced 

perspective on its transformation from a colonial hub to a post-

independence metropolis. The film highlights various socio-political 

issues, such as corruption, poverty, and social stratification, 

underscoring the city's social and economic disparities. While not 

entirely historically accurate, the film successfully conveys key 

historical truths, including the city's colonial past, iconic 

landmarks, and the impact of World War II. This paper will provide 

a comprehensive analysis of the cultural and social importance of 

Calcutta as portrayed in the film Detective Byomkesh Bakshi. 

 

Calcutta, previously known as Kolkata, 

serves as the backdrop of the 2015 cinematic 

adaptation of Detective Byomkesh Bakshi, a character 

originally conceived by the renowned Bengali writer, 

Sharadindu Bandyopadhyay. Byomkesh Bakshi is 

celebrated for his analytical prowess and 

eccentricities, and the film is a rendering of one of his 

tales. The movie transports viewers to Calcutta in the 

1940s, offering an evocative glimpse into the city's rich 

culture, architectural grandeur, and social norms of 

that epoch. This research paper aims to dissect the 

diverse dimensions of Calcutta's portrayal in the film, 

elucidating its unique characteristics and historical 

richness. 

Detective Byomkesh Bakshi presents a narrative 

set in Calcutta during pre-independence India. The 

plot revolves around Byomkesh Bakshi, a brilliant 

young detective, as he embarks on a quest to solve a 

convoluted mystery unraveled within the city's 

labyrinthine streets. The narrative thickens as Bakshi 

discovers a web of deception and betrayal ensnaring 

the city's affluent aristocrats. With his steadfast 

companion Ajit, Bakshi plunges into the heart of the 

mystery, unearthing concealed connections and long-

buried secrets. The film, shot in the classic noir style, 

underscores themes of deceit, ambiguity, and moral 

dilemmas. It masterfully captures the essence of 

Calcutta, showcasing its vibrant culture, architectural 

marvels, and culinary delights. It is a gripping 
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narrative that not only captivates and entertains but 

also offers a window into the city's complex history 

and culture. 

The movie paints Calcutta as a nexus of 

clandestine activities, hidden beneath the facade of 

cultural vibrancy. It aptly captures the pivotal role the 

city played during the Second World War, 

emphasizing the espionage operations of Japanese 

and German forces. The film pays homage to the city's 

architectural legacy, from colonial edifices to temples 

and parks, offering a glimpse into its colonial heritage 

and diverse cultural tapestry. The strategic 

positioning of Calcutta along the Hooghly River 

assumes a crucial role in the storyline, with Detective 

Byomkesh Bakshi skillfully using the river's attributes 

to resolve cases and apprehend malefactors. Calcutta's 

bustling streets serve as a vital source of information 

and a backdrop for numerous pursuits and 

confrontations. The city itself is an active participant 

in the film, shaping its narrative and illuminating the 

historical and cultural importance of Calcutta. 

The film adorns Calcutta as a locale where 

diversity and unity coexist and draw strength from 

one another. The film eloquently depicts the city as a 

labyrinth of narrow streets, bustling bazaars, and 

sprawling slums, through which Byomkesh Bakshi 

navigates with remarkable ease. The film's narrator 

frequently delves into the city's historical trajectory, 

from the colonial era to its contemporary status as a 

sprawling metropolis. At the heart of the narrative lies 

the tension between the city's past and present, 

spotlighted by the evolving cityscape. The film 

encapsulates the essence of old Calcutta, coexisting 

with the rapidly evolving new Calcutta, accentuating 

the stark contrast between tradition and modernity. 

The depiction of changing urban dynamics, electrified 

streets, and emerging social and economic relations 

vividly conveys this complex interplay. The film 

captures the very essence of Calcutta city, leaving 

viewers with a profound appreciation of its cultural 

abundance and intricacy. 

Calcutta, formerly known as Kolkata, boasts a 

rich historical and cultural heritage that has played a 

seminal role in shaping its contemporary identity. 

From serving as the nerve center of British colonial 

rule in India to its prominence as a hub for trade and 

commerce, the city has undergone significant 

transformations throughout its history. The city's 

colonial-era architecture, exemplified by landmarks 

such as the Victoria Memorial, St. Paul's Cathedral, 

and the Howrah Bridge, stands as a testament to its 

historical significance. Additionally, Calcutta has 

nurtured a vibrant cultural milieu, fostering a rich 

literary and artistic community that has given birth to 

luminaries like Rabindranath Tagore, Satyajit Ray, 

and Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay. The city is also 

celebrated for its diverse culinary traditions, with 

Bengali cuisine renowned for its variety and opulence. 

The film effectively encapsulates this cultural and 

historical backdrop, authentic representing Calcutta's 

spirit. 

During the 1940s, Calcutta underwent 

substantial socio-economic changes. The city became 

a melting pot of diverse communities, including the 

British, Bengalis, Jews, Chinese, Armenians, and 

Anglo-Indians. British colonial influence was evident 

in the construction of grand colonial-style structures 

such as the Victoria Memorial and the Writer's 

Building. However, Calcutta's glory as the capital of 

India had waned by the 1940s, and the city faced 

issues related to overcrowding, urban slums, poverty, 

and malnutrition. The city's infrastructure was 

deteriorating, and the prevalent use of horse-drawn 

carts contributed to severe traffic congestion. 

Calcutta's strategic location along the Ganges delta 

made it susceptible to flooding and cyclones. The city 

was a hub for world-renowned writers, artists, and 

scientists, solidifying its status as the cultural capital 

of India. The film effectively captures these historical 

nuances, offering an authentic glimpse into the city 

during the 1940s. 

The influence of colonialism and the British 

Empire on Calcutta is indelible. The city's architecture, 

cultural practices, educational institutions, and civic 

organizations bear the indelible marks of its colonial 

legacy. Detective Byomkesh Bakshi encapsulates how 

this colonial heritage permeates popular culture, 

underscoring the city as a convergence point of 

colonialism and Indian tradition. The film accentuates 

the tension between the colonial elite and ordinary 

Indians, particularly the Bengali middle class. This 

tension manifests in the pronounced disparities 

between the opulent British neighborhoods and the 

congested Indian slums. The movie serves as a potent 

reminder of the enduring impacts of colonialism on 

Calcutta and the broader Indian context. Moreover, 
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the film accentuates the theme of corruption as a 

recurring motif, mirroring the city's quest for progress 

and prosperity. The character of Gajanan Sikdar, 

portrayed by Anand Tiwari, symbolizes a powerful 

politician entangled in various illicit activities. 

Byomkesh Bakshi's investigation, in addition to 

unraveling a mysterious murder, exposes deep-rooted 

corruption within the city's political and bureaucratic 

echelons. The film underscores the exploitation of the 

marginalized by the affluent and influential, the nexus 

between the underworld and the political 

establishment, and the misuse of public resources for 

personal gain. The portrayal of Calcutta as a city of 

contradictions, where affluence and poverty coexist, 

endows the film with genuine quality and enriches its 

social commentary. Detective Byomkesh Bakshi's 

cinematic interpretation of the city serves as a 

poignant reminder of the challenges that Calcutta has 

confronted and continues to confront, rendering it a 

pertinent commentary on the socio-political realities 

not only of the city but of India as a whole. 

The depiction of Calcutta city in Detective 

Byomkesh Bakshi is distinct from the glamorous 

portrayals of Mumbai or Delhi in Bollywood films. 

The film offers an immersive experience of the city 

with its meticulous representation of the streets, 

buildings, and the overall ambiance of Calcutta 

during the post-World War II era. The dark alleys, 

narrow lanes, and old architecture imbue the city with 

historical charm, setting the stage for a detective 

thriller. The movie encapsulates the essence of 

Calcutta's cultural and political milieu, referencing the 

rise of communist politics and the impending 

partition of India. The simple lifestyle of the people, 

their struggles, and the underlying tension provide an 

honest representation of the city. The iconic Howrah 

Bridge and trams, quintessential elements of Calcutta, 

are also prominently featured in the film. In summary, 

Detective Byomkesh Bakshi brings out the nostalgia 

and charm of the city, setting it apart from other 

cinematic portrayals of cities in Bollywood. 

Calcutta's landmarks and neighborhoods 

play a pivotal role in creating the movie's atmosphere. 

The film authentically captures the city's rawness, 

unpredictability, and charm. Every corner of Calcutta 

is a testament to distinct cultural and historical 

nuances, from the bustling streets of Bowbazar to the 

evocative alleys of Shyambazar. The film abounds 

with visual cues and subtle references to Calcutta's 

iconic landmarks such as the Victoria Memorial, 

Howrah Bridge, and the Park Street Cemetery. 

Byomkesh's headquarters, nestled in the intricate 

precincts of Harrison Road, is a tribute to Calcutta's 

rich architectural heritage. The use of dingy, 

disheveled buildings, narrow alleys, and graffiti-

adorned walls adds depth and texture to the film's 

portrayal of Calcutta's neighborhoods. Overall, the 

film's depiction of Calcutta's landmarks and 

neighborhoods enriches the film's authenticity, 

making it an outstanding representation of Calcutta's 

essence and soul. 

The representation of the city's denizens from 

diverse socio-economic backgrounds is a vital facet of 

Calcutta's portrayal in the movie Detective Byomkesh 

Bakshi. The film presents a city that mirrors India's 

varied socio-economic fabric. It authentically 

delineates the middle and lower strata of the city 

through well-fleshed-out characters, revealing living 

conditions, social hierarchies, and daily trials and 

tribulations. The movie does not shy away from 

confronting the grittier aspects of the city, including 

the criminal underbelly that often preys on society's 

most vulnerable members. Detective Byomkesh 

Bakshi serves as a stark reminder of the harsh realities 

of life in Calcutta, providing an introspective view 

into the city's residents' lives. Its accurate portrayal of 

socio-economic backgrounds offers viewers a glimpse 

into the challenges faced by the underprivileged, 

particularly the marginalization and exploitation they 

endure. Consequently, the film depicts Calcutta as a 

city that is not only visually captivating but also 

culturally and socially diverse. 

In conclusion, Detective Byomkesh Bakshi 

provides an enthralling portrayal of Calcutta, serving 

as a microcosm of its social, political, and cultural 

facets. The film is not merely a detective tale but also 

a commentary on the city's transformation from a 

colonial hub to a post-independence metropolis. The 

movie's portrayal of Calcutta is nuanced, 

encapsulating the city's contrasting and conflicting 

dimensions. It celebrates the city's diversity and 

complexity, illustrated through its multicultural 

communities, while also delving into the city's 

underbelly, including its criminal elements. The city's 

architecture, streets, and neighborhoods are 

showcased extensively, creating an immersive 
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experience that transports viewers to the heart of 

Calcutta. In sum, Detective Byomkesh Bakshi captures 

the essence of Calcutta, providing a window into this 

vibrant and captivating city.  
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